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A NOTE FROM THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD PRESIDENT:
Despite our setbacks from COVID boundaries in 2020 and early 2021 the Log Village
has been open all summer on weekends to welcome visitors. We have experienced
renewed interest and large numbers of friends, families and newcomers have toured
our grounds and buildings.
Our board and several community volunteers have come aboard to help us continue
with inventory of past implements and “curiosities”. We continue to meet monthly
addressing our needs, successes, programs, events and ways to improve and enhance
our offering to the community.
November will give us the opportunity to look forward in planning events and
happenings for 2022. Our very own board member Ollie Skurdahl will be offering an
interesting program about the Civil War each Sunday in the Learning Livery at the Log
Village. Our lively new Website will be up and full of information about us and how to
interface on many levels with us. CAHS is a nonprofit supported solely by donations
and fundraising events. We would much appreciate donations to help meet our
program and operational needs.
Thanks Crosslake Community and all our visitors for a very successful 2021! We look
forward to seeing many new and repeat visitors in our 2022 season.
Mary Kate Williams,
President Crosslake Area Historical Society.

Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and more!! We’re
getting with it!! With help from some individuals
more experienced in the social media field, the
board is getting help improving our visibility
through the internet!
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On July 21, Dr Susan Krook introduced the film
“Rainbow Woman – The Legacy of one Lakota
Woman’s Strength” about the life of Karen
Sterner, a Lakota Indian Elder. It provided a
glimpse into the life of this remarkable woman. The
film traced the life of Karen from her childhood on
the Rosebud Reservation to boarding school, to
painful accounts of bullying, to college and beyond.
Karen’s story is one of strength and survival.

We were very fortunate that Ray Nelson accepted
our invitation to bring his exhibit to our Village
Family Festival that was held in August. Ray is a
STAR! Ray Nelson has spent over 40 years
researching firearm relic artifacts found mainly in
Minnesota regions. He documents the history
related to the artifact often building an example to
show the relic’s features and then displays the
completed firearm. You can find Ray’s story on
Lakeland PBS on line. We are hoping to invite him
to give a presentation on his work at one of our
Wednesday evening Back Porch Series programs.
Watch for more information.

Our resident expert and retired elementary school
teacher, Ollie Skurdahl used his knowledge and
skills to educate visitors with the history of logging
in our area. He presented his program every
Sunday afternoon in the
Learning Livery to
museum visitors. In
addition, he gave his
program at the Back
Porch series where his
talents impressed
students ages 9 – 90! His
evening programs
prompted dialog with
individuals who shared
their knowledge, history
and local experiences.
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“Abercrombie Trail” is the first book in a series
written by local author Candace Simar. She has
just completed a fifth book in the series that
chronicles the adventures of a Norwegian
immigrant in the mid1800s. Candace gave a
presentation at our
August 25th Back Porch
Series Program. She
impressed readers with
her knowledge of the
history of the Sioux
Uprising and its effects
in Minnesota in the
1860s, during the years
of the Civil War. She
detailed the Locust
plague and its impact on
Minnesota residents of
1873. This is described
in her third book of the
series, “Birdie.” Candace
also introduced “Escape
to Fort Abercrombie” the
fifth book in the series.

BRINGING THE PAST TO LIFE
By Oliver Skurdahl
World history has much to offer the inquisitive mind that seeks to understand the present by
exploring the past. This past summer many Crosslake residents and tourists were surprised to find
that local history can be just as, if not more, fascinating when it is connected to their contemporary
surroundings and experiences. Noteworthy topics we explored included brakemen who were
invisible to the engineer while they dared to hand-couple fully loaded flat cars, workers getting
injured in sawmills with no safety equipment, and “river pigs” unclogging log jams in the middle of
rushing rivers during spring months. The pleasure I gained from teaching in the Learning Livery
was due in large part to the enthusiastic questions and anecdotes shared by Log Village “students”
of all ages. Local history can be boring until one handles the artifacts, observes the hidden details
in enlarged photos and then listens to someone who conveys the logging and railroading story in a
colorful way. The children were so excited to operate the logging train which circled a very large
map of the Crosslake area. My sincere thanks to the Log Village Board for providing sizeable
audiences that responded so engagingly on Sunday afternoons and Wednesday evenings.

A 1913 Map
One day this fall a particular map in the Village
Town Hall caught my eye. It was framed and
displayed with various other local maps. This
one looked like it needed some care and
restoration. The map is of 1913 Crow Wing
County. I removed it from its frame and
discovered in the upper left corner, hand
written, the words “Property of Mrs. Irving.” Now,
this is exciting! This map is over 100 years old
and it has historical significance! It prompted
me to do some research of our town’s history.
First, Mrs. Irving is the daughter of Horace
Greely Butterfield.
Horace Butterfield was born in Indiana in 1855.
He and his wife Elsie were married in Winona,
Minnesota in 1884. He moved his family to Crow
Wing County in 1894. They settled in what is
now Fifty Lakes. The homestead was located on
East Fox Lake. At that time the roads were mere
trails. A trip to Brainerd took four days! During
those years there were heavy logging operations
at Fox and Eagle Lakes. Mr. Butterfield was
instrumental in getting Allen Township
organized. He bought property in Crosslake
around 1906. From Horace Butterfield’s 1937
obituary, “Widely known throughout that section
of the county, Mr. Butterfield was active in many
community and social affairs for nearly half
century.” He was a community leader in
Watertown Township that was established in
1903.
Watertown Township became Crosslake Village
in 1951. The Butterfield homestead, which is
marked by a sign placed by the Historical
Society, was located in the corner where Dollar
General presently sits.

The Butterfields had nine children. Twin
daughters Esther and Edith were born in 1902
and grew up in the Crosslake area. They
are recognized as the daughters of one of the
early settlers and founders of the town. Esther
married Ralph Irving in 1941 in Minneapolis
where they lived before returning to Esther’s
hometown in the 1980s. Esther Irving died in
1994.
Consequently, the 1913 Crow Wing County map
that I found likely belonged to Esther Irving’s
father Horace Butterfield. This specific map fits
in our Town Hall and should be reviewed with
respect! What a great way to honor one of our
early founders!
You can find photos of Horace G Butterfield and
his wife Elsie in the Town Hall at the Historic
Log Village.
The map has deteriorated and has required
special care and restoration. It has been
scanned and will be professionally reframed with
the attention it deserves. We hope to print
copies of the map to offer for sale in our Gift
Store.
Information for this article was mostly gleaned
from our book, “A Taste of History” that was
published by the Historical Society in 2004. It
can be purchased through the Historical Society
and at Lakes Area Gallery and Frame shop in
Crosslake.
Mary Dischinger, editor
3

The Village Family
Festival was held on
Sunday, August 8th.
The Committee
endeavored to
develop a new,
expanded event that
would combine the
former Artisan’s Fair
with more games &
adventures for whole
families! This year’s
event included a new
blacksmith, Mike
Hoffman from Clear Lake, who
demonstrated his skills in our fully
equipped shop. He is an instructor who is interested in teaching
blacksmithing in our Log Village. Visitors gathered around Maddie and
Delaney Hoag who showed the art of butter making. The spinners set
up their spinning wheels on the Town Hall porch to exhibit their skills.
Connect Four, ladder golf, giant Jenga, and corn hole games were set
for play. Mary McCormack played the part of a fortune teller. An
antique sale was organized by Nancy Thayer Haggerty. Donna Kiefer
painted faces of willing participants. The scavenger hunt was available.
Ollie Skurdahl was busy with his logging education in the Livery.
Costumed volunteers visited with guests in each building.

The popular Cider and Candlelight Tour was held in conjunction with Celebrate Crosslake Days
on Saturday, September 25. Lanterns were hung throughout the Village to light the way for visitors
in the cool, dark evening. The weather was pleasant and the crowds gathered to enjoy hot cider, fall
treats, root beer, music and
wagon rides pulled by Deb
Dahlke with her FARMALL
tractor. Music was provided on
the Town Hall porch by young
Kale Jones from Emily who took
over open mic. Several other
musicians shared their talents.
This event is always a favorite
and is the final event of the
season! We thank Marsha for
securing costumed volunteers
for all the buildings who make
the village really festive!
We appreciate the Anderson Family Foundation for
their generous gift to the Crosslake Area Historical
Society. Memorials were also received in memory of
Leo Fraser, Mary Lou Dietz and Denny Dischinger.
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First Annual Cocktail Party
A beautiful early fall evening at the historic log home of Nancy
and Larry Haggerty on Rush Lake was the site of our first
annual cocktail party fundraiser for the Historical Society. The
event was attended by about 60 persons. The home was open
for tours and provided many areas inside and outside, on decks
and lawns for guests to meet and visit. The delicious,
scrumptious hors d’oeuvres and beverages were prepared and
donated by volunteers and supporters of the Log Village.
This event provided an opportunity for guests to meet new
people and share in their enthusiasm for the future of the
President Kate Williams with Donna Kieffer and
Historic Log Village! We are grateful to all who were present
Judy Morgan
and those who were not able to attend for their generous
financial support. Many new ideas for activities were suggested
and interest in the Village was renewed. Thank you all! Save the date for next year’s bash, June
24th, at the home of Sue and Bob Ruff’s unique historic reproduction home.
A New Website!!
For some time now, we have been aware that the website that was designed in 2006 was getting
obsolete because of many advances in software capabilities. With the
help of Kent Carlson, the project is underway. The Historical Society has
contracted with a specialist to help us design and develop a new website
using the up-to-date software and technical advances available. A
committee is working through weekly meetings to decide exactly how we
want the website to look and what information we want to convey to the
world of cyberspace! We are aware that our presence in the world wide
web is significant to expand our presence to the world! This website will
enable visitors to the site to make donations, purchase our “A Taste of
History” book and to become members of the Historical Society. The new
website will update visitors with information pertaining upcoming events.
A virtual tour of the Village will become a reality! In addition, this
newsletter will be available on the website. Please provide your email address on the back of this
sheet if you’d like to receive your twice annual newsletter via email. If all is complete, we hope the
new website will be live in January 2022!
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Oliver Skurdahl
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The board meets on the first Tuesday of every
month at 3:00 PM. During the summer
season, meetings are held at the Historic Log
Village. During the winter months, meetings
are held elsewhere. If you would like to attend
one of these meetings, please contact one of
the board members to be added to the agenda
and to find out where the meeting will be held.
Remember, our organization is maintained
entirely by volunteers and all our
volunteers are needed, appreciated and
treasured!
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Memberships support the Historical Society.
Please become a member or renew your
membership. Crosslake Area Historical Society is a
501C-3 non-profit organization and your
contribution is tax deductible.

Name

Membership options:

__________________________________________________________________

Individual/Family Annual
Business Annual

$25.00
$100.00

We are no longer offering new Lifetime
memberships. Current life members will continue
to be honored.
Send your membership check to:
CLAHS Membership
PO Box 134
Crosslake, MN 56442

__________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address
__________________________________________________________________

City___________________________
State____________ Zip ___________
Phone
land_______________________
cell _________________________________
E-mail
___________________________________________________________

