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A NOTE FROM THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD PRESIDENT:
What a year 2020!! After an astoundingly beautiful fall, so packed with color to almost
blind our senses, we are now facing an early winter and the gift of inches of white
heavy snow full of moisture. Our village activities have been sadly held off this year
due to our virus visitor. However, our society board has continued to meet monthly to
plan and work toward hopefully opening for visitors next summer.
Many of our board members and other volunteers have met weekly to begin “hard
core” cleaning and inventorying each building in our Historic Log Village. Wow, a huge
order and we have made great headway on both objectives! Thanks to all who have
helped to keep us alive and well. We have discovered treasures that we hope to
include in an early summer season SALE!
We have been working with a grant writer in hopes of seeking grants to enable us to
sustain and move forward with plans and events. To enhance the interest in our
restored village, we are seeking funding to install and coordinate a cell phone tour
possibly to replace the outdated “Stop N Listen” system that now exists. We are also
seeking funding to provide more space for increased seating capacity to better
accommodate people attending our educational presentations.
In the past we have experienced about 3000 visitors a summer who visit, tour the
village and attend our events. Our hope is to keep the spark of interest alive for our
Crosslake area and we are hopeful to be able to open for 2021 and to provide an
interesting and engaging series of events for all.
Because of COVID-19 precautions, we had no fundraising events and our coffers are
very low indeed. We are seeking donations that would help us meet our operational
needs. Any contributions would be greatly appreciated!
Mary Kate Williams
Board President

Even though our Village was closed, the
Crosslake Area Historical Society board and
volunteers were able to make good use of
time to work on important projects.
Volunteers met frequently through the
summer to do thorough cleanings of our
historic buildings, work on the inventory of
the artifacts and perform necessary
maintenance of our treasured buildings.
A select committee spent many hours in the business office in the back of the
General Store. This space had turned into a catch-all and was in desperate
need of attention. It was last occupied by our employee, Jo Bierman who was
unable to continue as museum manager. The task comprised of examining
numerous boxes and files stored there. The contents were sorted, categorized
and filed. This was an enormous task but with Kathy’s and Mary Kate’s
expertise, the office is organized. Let’s try to keep it that way!!

WE NEED YOU YOUR HELP!!
We sincerely miss our members and especially missed seeing you at our Spring
Fundraiser Dinner that was cancelled because of COVID-19!! It is our major
fundraiser each year. Our other get-togethers such as the Artisan’s Fair and
Cider and Candlelight Tour were also scratched. These events also bring in much
needed funds to cover expenses for our Historic Log Village each year.
You missed the opportunity to join with other members at our events. You also
missed the opportunity to contribute financially to the maintenance of our
cherished Historic Log Village. In previous years, you might have bought a
fundraiser dinner ticket, you might have donated or purchased something at the
live or silent auction. You might have been a sponsor for the event. You might
have attended the Artisan’s Fair or Cider and Candlelight Tour!
Obviously, COVID-19 has caused a shortfall in our annual income. The Historical
Society is a 501 (C) 3 non-profit organization so your donation is tax-deductible.
If you have the ability to contribute, please consider making a year-end
donation. You can go to our website and click on Join us to make a donation or
you can mail a contribution to PO Box 134. Crosslake, MN 56442
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As volunteers
came and went
from the Village
this fall, they
were greeted by
this special
guest. He stayed
in the Village for
several weeks
and was well fed
by all the bugs
and wood ticks
that were
inhabiting the
Village. The
found chicken
was posted on
Facebook and a
fellow responded. Apparently, this
chicken was a pet and was lost. He’s no
longer at the Village. We hope he was
returned to his home!!

Need a Christmas Gift?

Consultant, Kyung Endres of True
Panacea in Merrifield, MN is working
with our board in our efforts to obtain
funding through grants. She has 22
years’ experience with clients cross the
globe!
Kyung’s knowledge and skills guide her
in gathering information from her client
to create grant requests. Kyung
facilitated a board workshop this
summer to review our vision, mission,
goals and strategies. Her research
identified donors and organizations that
could be funding sources for our
projects.
She will assist us in writing grants that
are professionally done, meet grantee
requirements and deadlines. The board
is confident that with her help, we will
be successful obtaining needed funds!
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Our Taste of History books are the
perfect gift for anyone interested in
Crosslake History. The book was
written by locals who experienced life in
the area before modern times and is
filled with accounts of their stories along
with food recipes. It’s an entertaining
and educational read.
Copies of the books can be obtained in
Crosslake at “Judy’s House of Gifts” and
the “Lakes Area Gallery & Frame.”
We are also happy to mail them to your
address. The cost of the book is $40.00
plus postage. Contact Linda Andrews at
513-807-0392 or email her at
laurel.andrews@gmail.com to request a
copy.

BITS & PIECES
Costumes will be
available for a
photo project being
planned for next
summer. Those
costumes will be
offered in the
Visitor’s Center for
our guests’ photo
ops. Linda is
shown with one of
our antique
dresses. You can
help by donating
pioneer outfits!

Tom is our buildings
and grounds
chairman. He is
responsible for
upkeep of our
historic buildings.
He hung a new light
fixture in the
Visitors Center this
summer. This will
help illuminate the
gift store for our
visitors!

Another summer project involved
an inventory and update of our
artifacts. Our buildings, which are
artifacts themselves contain
hundreds of items that have been
purchased or donated since the
foundation of our Historical
Society. Many volunteers helped
Mary with this project. It will
continue through the fall, winter
and spring as we attempt to get
our collection cataloged. We are
hoping to be awarded a monetary
grant from the MN Historical
Society to guide us in this
endeavor.

Kathy used her time
wisely by sorting
laundering, pressing
and making our
costume collection
clean, neat and tidy
for our volunteers!

4

Steve is our resident computer expert. After
examining our current laptop computer, he
determined that a new one should be purchased.
The new one is quite sophisticated and up-to date!
It has a memory with space that is unheard of!
We are moving all important documents, photos
and information to this computer.

Uncle Henry Ruud
Compiled Mary Fraser Dischinger
Let’s go back in time to the early days in Swanburg, MN for a
history lesson. Swanburg is now in an area known as Timothy
Township. Ole and Gurie Ruud immigrated from Norway to
Wisconsin in the 1870s. Ole preceded Gurie to the USA to set up
a home for her and their two eldest daughters who were born in
Norway. They joined other Norwegian immigrants who made up a
settlement in a little town named Martell. Ole and Gurie had
seven children. The oldest daughter Ingeborg, who was called
Belle, married Nels Houston and they moved to Swanburg in
1906. Belle’s brother Henry Ruud, who was born (1875) in
Martell, WI also made his way to Swanburg. He was followed in
1910 by his nephew, young Cecil Anderson, who was only 16
years old at the time. Cecil Anderson is my Grandfather,
grandson of Ole & Gurie Ruud.
Uncle Henry Ruud was a
renowned stone mason in
the 1930s and 1940s, well
Uncle Henry Ruud
known for his stone
fireplaces at many lake
homes in the Crosslake,
Manhattan Beach and Swanburg area. During
this time Henry Ford came out with the V-8
engine and Henry included this emblem in the
center of many of his fireplaces. It became his
trademark! Uncle Henry passed away in 1954.
Some of the stone pillars in the Velvet
Beach area on the Horseshoe Lake side
are Henry’s work also, each topped with
a small round rock.
Our Lady of the Snows Chapel at Camp
Foley on Whitefish Lake is one of his
creations, built in 1935 with the help of
his nephew Cecil Anderson and other
local builders. The pews are especially
unique and the Chapel is still in use for
Masses and weddings after 85 years!
Henry and Carrie Ruud had no children but took their nephew Lloyd into their home
and raised him as their own. Lloyd’s daughter, Kathy, has generously donated Henry’s
tool box which will be on display at the Village.
Find many more stories like this in our
Taste of History book!
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